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| - Recently, foresters in -
Pennsylvania associated the pear thrips (Taeniothrips
Inconsequens (Uzel)) with sugar maple leaf distortion -
and defoliation (Simons, 1985); - T '

The pear thrips, a native of Europe, was intro-
duced as early as 1904 to California and later was
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found on the East Coast (Stannard, -1968).

thrips is economically important. of pl
Cherry, apple and pear on the West and East Coasts
(Borror, et al., 1979). Additional hosts of the
pear thrips are maple, basswood, birch, beech, ash,
and black cherry (Simons, . In Europe, this

insect is associated with woodland vegetatijon (Lewis,

. _ . Its head is swollen

.- Antennal segments V and VI are broadly ‘
- larsi are yellowish-brown and the ‘

digging. Wings are long, narrow, and
brown and the hind wings are pale.

pear thrips are known to occur 1n North America. Therefore, the
reproduce asexually (parthenogenisis). Both sexes are found in
Eggs are laid mainly in

~on the foliage,
of feedin

INJURY: Foliar damage is caused
with their sharp, needle-]
Dy the pear thrips
- Causes the tree to
Blister-like scars
damaged foliage can
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- Ieaf dmp in ear’ly fall. Severe'l y damaged fol 1age cou]d i-esuIt i n ear'l y spring

defoliati on followed by refoliation m June or JQuly. » - e T

MANAGEMENT: Pear thri ps have many natural ‘enemies in North Amem ca (Lems, ]973)
The -importance of- these natural enemies is not known. Sa e o

—

No insecticides can be recommended at this time to control pear thri ps. '
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