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BURBAY OF IVGECT PEST CONTROL

For the fiseal veay 1950 it would be very difficultl for the
oresent Buveau Chief to report on say wmore then ,,z;a'sistias exeept for
the lest guarier of the year.

Two major proplams vere confronted during the past year. One,
the Dutch elm disesse whick hes besn with us for seay years. The othsy,
the conbroversy betieon the advocabes of spraying and those opposed to
spraying, which is sssunming more importance each day.

Tne Dutch elm discese is conbtinuwing its rapid depletion of the
elms in the state, A m present Gime, as hes been the case for zany
years, the best hnown weans of abvack or the inresds of this disease ave
by guick removel of copfirmed Dutch elm disessed tress,; removal of dying
and recently dead elm wood to eliminate breeding areas For the beetles
which spresd the disease, and sproying with VDT ip an stiempt to control
the feeding of the beetles. Dmediately we run vp &g;é:ins*{; the problem of
funds to do this work. Hot necessarily fuwids et the state level, bud
funds at the local level. When many things mued be considered by 2 locel
fipancs board it is net 4ifficould to undevstand ibs reluctonce to appro-
priate all of the money ueeded to finance & complete Duleh elm disease
PrOgran.

During the fiseal year, 1050, the Burcau has assisted citles and
tovms by helping,through use of owr tree removal crews nrd eguipment; in

the removal of 2,00k disessed trees. Ouly those supicipalitvies earning

assistance secording to Chapter 657, Aects of 1956, were given this aid.
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In the calender yeer 1958, figures from the Shade Tree laboraw
tory &b the Unlversity of Messachusetts indicate that 12,255 trees were
laborstory tested and found to bhave the Duleh ¢in disesse. Accordlng %o
records in the bureau office 10,306 itrees were removed. Hot all of these
were 1958 trees, bowever, as some dated back as far as 195%. Those cone
firmed in previcus years spd allowed ¢o remaipn stending until this yesw
are the main reason for the swift spresd of the discuee., Impediate ree
moval muet be sffected in order to goin the wper band. It is estimeted
thet approximately 708 of thoss trees rewoved were of the 1958 erop.

Assuming that the sepe percenbage of trees were slso
removed of the 1957 erop, it ls sefe to predict that 12 to 14,000 cone
Firmed diseasad trees capsble of spreading the Dubteh elm disease remsin
standiog at the present time. Meny thousends more which have the dlsesse,
would have to be sdded to this figure, bub they bave not bees confivmed

b the Shede Trec Iaborabory.

To deve nothing has proven wore savisfactory in the conteel of
the insect pests under the Jjuriediction of the Buresu of Inseet Pest
Combtrol than DDV, It is especislly good in cowiting insects such ss the
fall cankervorm, the browstall moth, the gypsy moth and othey lesl feoeds
ing ipsects. Ope spplicetion, propesly timed and applied, is =all thet is
naeded to conbrol an infegtation. Being eyelic by natwwe Lt wovld be &
sumber of yesrs before the pest hecsme prevelent agsin. This would rule
out any danger of yeswyly repeaied doses of insecticide or any chence of
registence to Uhe ingecticide by the pest. In IDT we have an excellent

Forest nenagenent tool.



The controversy these days concerning the use of imseeticides
has reached the polnt where we who use insecticides may lose the right
to do so, There is basis Tor avrguement on both sides of »ths;» guestion.
n the one hand, vhe indiscriminete spraying of lovge areas vithoul soy
thought For fish and wildiife and with no tveined perscomel in charge
should not be condoned. On the other hond, the hysterical cyies mﬁ
<:z, ousations of those cpposing sproying arve wnsubstentiated by suy evie
dence. Due to the fect that there sre extvenists on sither side Iz:sf the
guestion whose efforte ere hindering the peperul use of pesticides,
there 18 a resclve ip Chapler 5% of the Acts and Resolves of 1959,

ealling for an investigabion and study by & speclal commission relative

o

to the use of pesticides and the offects of acrial snd ground sprayiog
of dunsects apd crops within the Commopwesltb. Properly carrvied ouk,
this study should answer some of the guesticns now confronting the
generval puklic in vegerdes to pest contrel.

Bo spraying wes pevformed by the buresu during the past fiscal
yesr. The low populsiion level of ovr most sericus woodland pest, the
gvpsy moth, 444 oot werrent soy participation in 2 lerge sesle project.
Iadicetions, at the present tiwe, however, avre thab there will be a.‘
musber of local outhreaks in 1060 and by 1961 we should be prepared to
uwage 8 large scale conbrol projeet ageinst this post.

During the yeer the buresu paritleipated in mosguiio contrel,
by use of owr mpdsthlowers, on twenty-five of the recreatiowal areas

vnder the supervision of the Depariment of Natural Resocurces. Twentye

one of these sress yreceived two spplications.
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& very importent trensootion has recently bsen completed ifpn-
volving the Depariment and the Nu-Brite Chewlcal Co. In crder to get
out of the insecticide mewufseturing busincss o desl was mede with the
ghove compeuny wheveby woe would recelve drums of finished ww.i&iﬁa‘ﬁ@
TOT 4n exchonge for cur stockpile of {echmical IDD. For 75,000 Ibs. of
DT we received 249 drums of fipished 25% imescilcide, easeh comteining
80 geallons. The finished produet was used ia the spraying of the afore-
mentioned recveabion orsas snd 88 o reizbursemend ltem to those ¢lties
ond towns earning it. 106 drums were glven e veiumbursement.

The fow cents more of cost per gollon for insectlicide used in
future spray projects will be fa  outweighed by the elimination of the
memfacturing process and the faet thot a mumber of good fleld men can
be released Por more lnporient work such as closer check on the actunl
spray operabtion.

Iest bub pot least should be wentioned the retimmem: in

soerber of 1950 of My. Harold I. Bemsey after 17 years as Chief of

the buresit.
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